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bury himself alive for two or three years on a small wooden tub,
just for the honour of having been the first to make this tedious
and useless journey.

I once spent an hour in Oslo, sitting in the cabin of Nanscn's
Pram. My respect for the old polar explorers increased about
10,000 per cent. An hour of silent meditation was more than
enough. A week of it would have driven me completely crazy.

In September 1778 Cook returned to the south to spend the
winter among the Hawaiian Islands. At first he chose the island
of Maui, between Oahu (where Honolulu is now situated) and
Hawaii itself, but in January of 1779 he crossed over to Hawaii
and dropped anchor in Kealakckua Bay.

Cook had an uncanny gift of getting on with all sorts and
varieties of people, both European and foreign. He recognized
(what few Europeans before him had ever done) that a Poly-
nesians or, for that matter, any other native, was not just another
European with a slightly darker skin or a kinkier sort of hair.
No, his entire psychological approach towards life was different
from that of the White Man, and therefore in dealing with a
native one had to be very careful not to give offence when no
offence whatsoever was meant, but when a great deal of it might
be taken in spite of all the White Man's precautions.

Perhaps his associations with the easy-going Russian settlers
of the region he had just visited had made him a little careless.
Or perhaps his honest Yorkshire background played him false
when he had to deal with one of those difficult border cases in
which the White Man will talk of a ' theft,' whereas his darker-
skinned brother is under the impression that he has merely
shared something.

Then, again, the natives, having been obliged to feed the
White Men for as long a. time as they deemed necessary for the
observation of their very strict rules of hospitality, felt slightly
annoyed when the White God, after having hoisted sail, re-
turned a few days later with a request for still further supplies.
Cook always took great pains to pay for everything he obtained.